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DENMARK (DANMARK) 

The kingdom of Hedeby in southern Jutland proved occasionally troublesome for the Carolingians, but 
declined in a series of dynastic struggles. The later kings of Denmark traced their ancestry to Gorm the Old, 
who reigned in the middle of the i o th century in northern Jutland. Svend I and Knud II extended their rule to 
England and Norway, but the royal house died out in 1042 and was succeeded by the king of Norway and then 
by Svend II Estridsen and his descendants. After a period of relative weakness, royal authority was strengthened 
during the reigns of Valdemar I and Valdemar II, who attempted to expand their possessions along the southern 
and eastern coasts of the Baltic by participating in crusades against the pagan Wends and Estonians. Another 
period of royal weakness followed, culminating in the reign of Christoffer II, who had to surrender much of the 
royal power to powerful interest groups and to mortgage much of the kingdom. Valdemar IV reestablished the 
authority of the crown and recovered lost territory (like Scania, lost to Sweden 1332—1360), while his daughter 
Margrethe I curtailed the power of the Hansa and engineered the Kalmar union between Denmark, Norway, 
and Sweden in 1397. The throne then passed in succession to the German houses of Pomerania (1412), 
Wittelsbach (1440), and Oldenburg (1448). The Oldenburg kings definitively lost Sweden in 1523, but 
continued the personal union with Norway until 1814. Scania was lost to Sweden permanently in 1658, and 
Schleswig-Holstein remained a part of Germany in spite of being ruled by branches of the Oldenburg house; the 
modern division of Schleswig proper between Denmark and Germany dates to 1864. When Norway was lost to 
Sweden in 1814, hitherto Norwegian Greenland and Iceland remained part of Denmark. In 1944 Iceland 
became an independent republic in the context of the German occupation of Denmark, but Greenland 
continues to constitute an autonomous region within the Danish monarchy. In 1863 the throne passed to the 
line of Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Gliicksburg, distant descendants of King Christian III in the direct male 
line. Members of the same royal family became kings of Greece in 1863 and of Norway in 1905. 

Names are given in standard modern Danish forms; in Danish historiography Margrethe I is usually called 
Margrete I instead. 


House of Vestfold 
f.780—798 
798—804 
804 
804—810 
810 
810 
810—812 
& 810—812 
812 

812— 814 
& 812—814 
& 812—814 
& 812—814 

813- 854 
854—870: 

& 854—862 
& 854—885 
870:—891: 
891:—894 
House of Oluf 


894-? 


Kings of Hedeby (Haithabu) 

Sigurd I ... son of king 0 ystein of Vestfold in Norway; king in southern Jutland 
Harald I ... brother of Sigurd I 
Harald II ... son of Harald I 
Halfdan ... son of Harald I 

Sigurd II ... son of king Halfdan II of Vestfold, brother of Sigurd I 
Godfred I ... brother of Sigurd II; Vestfold 802—810? 

Hemming I ... son of Sigurd II 

Sigurd III ... son of Sigurd II 

Anulo ... son of Halfdan 

Ragnfred ... son of Halfdan; deposed, died 814 

Harald III, Klak ... son of Halfdan; deposed, died c.852 

Hemming II ... son of Halfdan; deposed, died 837 

Rorik ... son of Halfdan; deposed, died 844 

Erik I ... son of Godfred I 

Erik II... son of Erik I 

Sigurd IV ... son of Erik I 

Godfred II ... son of Harald III 

Erik III ... son of Erik II 

Knud ... son of Rorik; deposed, died 894 

Oluf, the Brash ... descendant of (?) Ragnar Lodbrok 
Gurd ... son of Oluf 
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1915/934: Gnupa ... son of Oluf 1 

Sigtryg ... son of Gnupa 


House of Jelling 
1909—916: 
:93<S—958 
958—986 
986—1014 
1014—1019 
1019—103 5 
1035—1041 
House of Norway 
1042—1047 
House of Denmark 
1047-1074 
1074—1080 
1080—1086 
1086—1095 
1095—1103 
1103—1134 
1134-1137 

1137—1146 


1146—1157 
& 1146—1157 
1157—1181 

1181—1101 
1102—1141 

1141—1150 
1150—1151 
1152—1159 
1159—1186 
1186—1319 
1310—1316 
1316—1319 


Kings of Denmark 

Knud I (Hardeknud) ... son of Svend 2 * ; king in northern Jutland 
Gorm, the Old ... son of Knud I 5 
Harald I, Bluetooth ... son of Gorm 

Svend I, Forkbeard ... son of Harald I; overlord of Norway 999—1014; England 1013—1014 
Harald II ... son of Svend I; overlord of Norway 1014—1015 

Knud II, the Rich ... son ofSven I; England 1016—1035; overlord ofNorway 1018—1035 
Knud III (Hardeknud) ... son of Knud II; England 1035—1037, 1040—1041 

Magnus, the Good ... bastard son ofking Olav II ofNorway; Norway 1035—1047 

Svend \\, Estridsen ... son of jarl Ulf Thorgilssen by Estrid, daughter of Svend I 

Harald III, Hen ... bastard son of Svend II 

Knud IV, the Holy 4 ... bastard son of Svend II 

Oluf I, the Hungry ... bastard son of Svend II 

Erik I, the Evergood ... bastard son of Svend II 

Niels ... bastard son of Svend II 

Erik II, the Memorable ... bastard son of Erik I 

— Harald, the Spear ... bastard son of Erik I; regent 1103 —1104; rival in Jutland 1134—1135 
Erik III, the Lamb ... son of jarl Hagen Sunnevason by Ragnhild, daughter of Erik I; 

abdicated, died 1146 

— Oluf... son of Harald the Spear, rival in Scania 1139—1141 

Svend III, Grathe ... bastard son of Erik II; in Zealand 1146; in Scania 1157 5 
Knud V ... son of Magnus of Sweden, son of Niels; in Jutland 1146; in Zealand 1157 6 
Valdemar I, the Great... posthumous son ofking Knud of the Obodrites 7 , son of Erik I; in 
Jutland since 1154 
Knud VI ... son of Valdemar I 
Valdemar II, the Victorious ... son of Valdemar I 
+ Valdemar, the Younger ... son of Valdemar II; associated 1115 —1131 
Erik IV, Ploughpenny ... son of Valdemar II 
Abel ... son of Valdemar II 
Christoffer I ... son of Valdemar II 
Erik V, Klipping ... son of Christoffer I 
Erik VI, Menved ... son of Erik V 
Christoffer II ... son of Erik V; deposed 

Valdemar III ... son of duke Erich II of Schleswig, son of duke Waldemar IV, son of duke 
Erich I, son of Abel; deposed, died 1364 


1 It is unclear whether Knud I or his son Gorm conquered Hedeby, and whether Gnupa reigned in c.915 or 934. 

1 Alternately, Knud ( Hardeknud) was the son of Sigurd Snake-in-the-Eye, son of Ragnar Lodbrok of Sweden. 

5 A chronologically impossible tradition makes Gorm’s wife Thyra the daughter of Harald III Klak of Hedeby. 

4 Canonized as saint 1101. 

5 In exile 1154—1157. 

6 In exile 1151 —1154. 

7 Canonized as saint 1170, Knud the Lord, was king of the Obodrites 1119—1131. 
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1319—1332 Christoffer II ... restored 

+ Erik ... son of Christoffer II; associated 1324—1326 and 1319—1331 
133 2—1340 (regency of Gerhard III of Holstein, husband of Sophie, daughter of prince Nikolaus II of 
Werle by Regitze, daughter of Erik V; son of count Heinrich I of Holstein-Rendsburg) 

1340—1375 Valdemar IV, Atterdag ... son of Christoffer II; legitimist claimant since 1331 
Folkunger House 

1 375 —1 387 Oluf II, the Child ... son of king Hakon VI of Norway by Margrethe I (below); Norway 1380—1387 
House of Denmark 

1387—1396 Margrethe I ... daughter of Valdemar IV; regent 1375 —1385; Norway 1387—1389, Sweden 
1389—1396; abdicated, died 1411 

House of Pomerania 

1396—1440 Erik VII 8 ... son of duke Wartislaw VII of Pomerania by Maria, daughter of duke 

Heinrich I of Mecklenburg-Schwerin by Ingeborg, daughter of Valdemar IV; Norway 
1389—1441, Sweden 1396—1439; deposed, died 1459 
House ofWittelsbach (Line of the Palatinate-Neumarkt) 

1440—1448 Christoffer III ... son of duke Johann ofNeumarkt by Katharina, sister of Erik VII; regent 
since 1439; Sweden 1441—1448, Norway 1441—1448 

House of Oldenburg 

1448—1481 Christian I ... married Dorothea of Brandenburg, widow of Christoffer III; son of count 
Dietrich of Oldenburg by Hedwig, daughter of count Gerhard VI of Holstein, son of 
count Heinrich II, son of Gerhard III; Norway 1450—1481, Sweden 1457—1464 
1481 — 1513 Hans ... son of Christian I; Norway 1483 — 1513, Sweden 1497—1501 
I 5 I 3 —1 5 2 -3 Christian II ... son of Hans; Norway 1513 —1513, Sweden 1510—1511; deposed, died 1559 
1513—1533 Frederik I, the Pacific ... son of Christian I; also Norway 
1534—1559 Christian III ... son of Frederik I; also Norway 
1 559— 1588 Frederik II ... son of Christian III; also Norway 
1588—1648 Christian IV ... son of Frederik II; also Norway 
1648—1670 Frederik III ... son of Christian IV; also Norway 
1670—1699 Christian V ... son of Frederik III; also Norway 

1699—1730 Frederik IV ... son of Christian V; also Norway 

1730—1746 Christian VI, the Pious ... son of Frederik IV; also Norway 
1746—1766 Frederik V ... son of Christian VI; also Norway 
1766—1808 Christian VII ... son of Frederik V; also Norway 

1808—1839 Frederik VI ... son of Christian VII; regent since 1784; Norway 1808—1814 
1839—1848 Christian VIII ... son of Frederik 9 , son of Frederik V; Norway 1814 
1848—1863 Frederik VII ... son of Christian VIII 
Line of Schlesu’ig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Gliicksburg 

1863 —1906 Christian IX ... son of duke Friedrich Wilhelm of Sonderburg-Gliicksburg I0 , son of duke 
Friedrich Karl of Sonderburg-Beck, son of duke Karl Anton, son of duke Peter August, 
son of duke Friedrich Fudwig, son of duke August Philipp, son of duke Alexander of 
Sonderburg, son of duke Johann II of Sonderburg-Plon, son of Christian III; husband of 
Fouise, daughter of Wilhelm of Hesse-Cassel 11 by Charlotte, sister of Christian VIII 
1906—1911 Frederik VIII ... son of Christian IX 


8 Originally named Bogislaw. 

9 Frederik had served as regent 1772—1784 and died 1805. 

10 By Fouise, daughter of landgrave Karl of Hesse-Cassel by Fouise, daughter of Frederik V. 

11 Son of Friedrich, son of landgrave Friedrich II of Hesse-Cassel. 
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1912-1947 

1947-1972 

1972- 


Christian X ... son of Frederik VIII 11 
Frederik IX ... son of Christian X 
Margrethe II ... daughter of Frederik IX 


11 Formally also king of Iceland 1918—1944 from its recognition as a sovereign polity until Iceland became a 
republic. 



